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Washington Ignores
Poor Children s Plea
For Bright Christmas

Dther Large Cities Requested Santa Claus
Mail But Only a Few Individuals in Cap

ital Took Advantage of New Law

i

I
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Washington is today enjoying the
inlque and unenviable position of being
Jractically the only large city in the
United States that has not availed Itself
if tho rule releasing to philanthropic
nstltutiono letters addressed to Santa
iaus
It Is said at tho office of the city

loatmaster that not a request has been
received from any philanthropic insti-
tution or organized charity in Washing
xm for any of the Santa Claus letters
Two or threo belated requests have been
locelved from individuals however for
t limited numbor of the letters and
Postmaster Barnes acting under special
jcrmlt has released some of the letters
n this way
One person was given twBntyflvo of

he letters and one person from out of
own who applied a few days ago was
tot supplied at the time because the
Postmaster Generals order did not per
nit tho letters being intrusted in
llvlduals
One o the woman clerks employed

n the office of the Auditor for the

BANK THEFT CASE

Government Unable to
Convict Man Accused
With Teller Chisolm

BIRMINGHAM Ala Dec 31 A jury
1 the United States Circuit Court this
sornlng rendered a verdict declaring
V L Sims not guilty of conspiracy
rith Alexander R Chisolm former pay
ig teller of the First National Bank of
Urmlngham in the of
100000 from that institution
Sims wao the manager of a brokerage
oncern in Birmingham through which
Qilsolm speculated extensively He was
idloted at the time the true bills were
turned against Chisolm The letter Is
Pw serving a term of six years in the
Jnlted States penitentiary at Atlanta
ia
In tho case of Sims the Government
tiled to establish the conspiracy charge

being unable to prove that Sims knew
hat tho money used by Chisolm in con
uctlng his deals was not his own The
use against P G Smith local man
ger for another brokerage company
idlcted with Sims and Chisolm will be
Ism seed

AS BUREAU CHIEF

Rear Admiral Brownson chief of the
hireau of Navigation of the Navy De
artment has resigned and the reaig-
tttloa has been accepted by the
bnt
The cameo for the admirals action wets
tot announced this afternoon and the
losest secrecy was maintained by all
bo officials of the War Department
Socretary Taft did not arrive In the
ty until after 130 p m and did not

b to the offices until later
In his absence no one else would make
ny comment on the resignation
Admiral Brownson was graduated from

he Naval Academy in 1MK and was
Simtdlately assigned to duty on tho
lagship of the North Atlantic fleet
here he served three years and was
hon sent to the Pacific station
In 1872 ho was assigned to duty at the

Taval Academy and later did coasturvey work on the steamer Blake
From 1SS5 to 1SS9 he was in command

the steamer Petrel and later took
omtnand of the Dolphin He served
n the Detroit from IHSM during
rhlch time the ship was at Rio Janeiro

revolution
He commandant or cadets at
he Naval Academy in IBM and two
ears later was appointed a member of
he board of and survey

the SpanishAmerican war he
ommanded the Yankee and went from
bat ship to the Alabama

WO SHOT BY WAITER
FOR REFUSING HIM JOB

PHILADELPHIA Dec 3J Lying In
be hospital in a critical condition John
I Wloher manager of a restaurant
nd his assistant Frank Baseman are
offering from bullot wounds inflicted-
y William Potalawkick a waiter
Potalawklek went Into the place toay and demanded a position Whenerused he drew a revolver and firedplace was filled with customersa small occurred Potalawlc finally overpowered He ia-
iclleved
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Pustoffice Department la making prep-
arations to secure a number of tho let-
ters today and she will then appeal to
Washington shop keepers to let her
have a supply of the leftover toys to
be sent to the little letter writers

It Is with a degree of disappoint-
ment that the officials of the depart-
ment refer to the fact that

has proved a delinquent in the
matter of the Santa Claus mall It is
said that no city has more chaItable
institutions derive revenue from
the Government and that the propor-
tion of wealthy citizens is yet
not a of the has
been loosened to carry this
charity-

It is pointed out that In New York
city of Womans Clubs

taking a large proportion of the San
ta Claus letters and out the
presents In Boston and Philadelphia
likewise the societies are busy

The department i in receipt of news-
paper clippings from all sections of the
country that the spirit of
philanthropy IK abroad In the land and

Is with a spirit of resignation that
the statement is made that in Wash-
ington there is nothing doing

First Time Wireless Is
Being Used South of

TrinidadE-

vans Connecticut Port of Spain
The department extends te you andthe oiMoers and men under your com-

mand its boat wishes for a merry Christman
Signed METCALF

This message was sent today to the
officers and men under the command
of Admiral Evans qn the Atlantic battle
fleet and Is expected to reach them to
night it will go entirely by wireless
being relayed from the wireless station
at the navy yard in this city to Key
West Fla thence to San Juan and
from that station to the Connecticut at
Port of SDain the harbor at Trinidad
Admiral Evans will probably communi
cate the message by telephones-
to the rest of the fleet

This is the first time In the history-
of the Navy Department that wireless
telegraph been used south of San
Juan from Washington There is no
American station for the South In San
Juan The massage will be relayed as
rapidly as possible and is expected to
bring good cheer and raise the spirits
of the 14000 officers and men under
command of Admiral Evans

The message is also expected to reach
the torpedo flotilla under command of
Ll ut H I Cone So far as the Navy
Department IK informed the flotilla lies
not yet left Trinidad after putting back
to that port owing to an accident to
the engines of the Lawrence If how-
ever the flotilla has left Trinidad it
will not be without the radius of the
powerful wireless apparatus carried by
the Connecticut

It is regretted that the mon on the
flotilla cannot spend Christmas ashore
but for them to do so would disarrange
the entire Itinerary of the
Francisco

Fleet Arrives
In1 Southern Port
For the HolidaysDis-

patches have been received by the
Navy Department announcing tho

of Admiral Evans with his bat-
tleship fleet at Trinidad an entire day
ahead of schedule The ships passed
through the Dragons Mouth and an
chored In four columns in the Gulf of
Parla at 6 oclock In the afternoon

The cruise so far has beet highly suc-
cessful and the sea smooth The ves-
sels held alignment and distances bet
ter with each succeeding day and nota vessel dropped out of formation fora great length of time Slight acci
dents happened to the steering gear of
the Kentucky Illinois and Georgia but
were repaired Maneuvers were frequent and successful

Owing to an accident to tho Lawrence
the torpedo boat flotilla was compelled
to put back to Trinidad after the start
from there on the morning of December
22 She will be repaired within a day
the department is informed and thtflotilla will start on Its way to Rio de
Janeiro

The United States armada received
royal welcome from official Trinidad to-
day The fleet arrived at a favorable
time It Is race week and the
of the social season Courtesies are
fairly heaped on officers and men

Sir Henry Jackson tho British gov-
ernor was early aboard Admiral Evans
flagship with an invitation to the latter
and his officers to attend a dinner and
reception with him On the size of theliberty parties from the feet no restric
tion was placed though the work of
coaling which began early today pre-
vented as many of the men from
ashore as otherwise have enjoyed
the privilege

Arrangements have been made for a
halfmile boat race Christmas morning
and other athletic events will follow

The voyage thus far could not have
been more satisfactory Even oft Hatteras the passage was so smooth the
vessels apprentices escaped seasickness
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GIVEN BY

Superintendent Charges
Unnecessary Purchase

of Text Books on
Physiology

Says Recommendation
Made by Hughes Is

Wholly Without
Authority

Superintendent of Schools William E
Chancellor today sent to the District
Commissioners a letter charging
the Board of Education at Its

December 30 unnecessarily expend
ed the school funds in ordering the pur-
chase of certain textbooks recommend-
ed by Assistant Superintendent of
Schools Hughes

Dr Chancellor also stated in his let
ter that Mr Hughes acted without au
thority in recommending the purchase of
the books since he Chancellor was
in this city ut the time the recommenda
tions were made

Suggests Heading-
Dr Chancellor forwarded to The

Times a copy his letter to the Com-
missioner ant with it inclosed the fol-
lowing

To the Editor of The Washington
Tlmei
I suggest the following as a heading

to this article am
Move waste of Surds

protests against purchase of

Very r4 fcci vily
WILLIAM E CHANCELLOR

His letter to the Commissioners fol
low

December M 1097
The Honorable Commissioners of

District of Columbia District Build-
ing Washington D C
Gentlemen I am advised that at

a meeting of the Board of Education
December Sfi requisitions for text books
for use in the public schools of the
District wero authorized by the board
upon recommendation of Percy M
Hughes assistant superintendent of

I am also informed that Mr
Hughes represented to the board that
I had gives him to make
such recommendations by letter

Gave Limited Authority
Prior to the summer vacation I wrote

Mr Hughes a letter in which I au-
thorized him during my absence from
the District of Columbia to exercise
such powers of the Superintendent as
are not statutory whenever it was ab-
solutely necessary for these powers to
be exercised But such authority as I
thus gave did not give him authority to
act for and in my stead in any mat
ters when I was in the District of Co-

lumbia
Early In October I recommended

which the board had the money to
pay I am advised that these requisi-
tions were rejected early in November
by the chairman of the text book com
mittee and not by the board and that
too after the bids for the books had
been submitted by the book companies
and the books themselves had fren
stamped for the District of Columbia
I am of the opinion that the books or-
dered lost week were largely unneces-
sary and that their purchase Is an un-
justifiable use of puolic funds

Under a statute of 1900 the Superin-
tendent la required to make
of all necessary bocks and supplies for
tho schools of the District Under this
act of Superintendent Is

in all matters pertaining to instruction-
in all of the under the Board
of Education Under many

acts Including that of he Is
required to distribute all books and sup

the recently printed and pro
mulgated new rules the Board of Edu
cation has I believe recognized the va-
lidity and force of these acts of Con

now violating them in this
particular

Attended to Duties-

I have not been out of the District
of Columbia for several weoks past
and while confined to my room and bed
because of severe Illness I have attend
vd to the duties that the law imposes
upon be as Superintendent I have

that required the Superintend
ents signature I could have just as
easily signed approved proper requi-
sitions for school books-

I feel therefore that under the law
it becomes my plain duty to protest
against the validity of the

of Mr Hughes hereinbefore re-
ferred to and am constrained to say
that ttctlon on his part as well as
on the part of tho board is not author-
ized by law or by any proper author
ity that could in any give validity
thereto

With the highest consideration I am
Very respectfully yours

WILLLVM E CHANCELLOR
Capt James F Oyster chairman of

Board of Education said this after
noon

All the phases of those requisitions
for text books were taken up at tholast meeting of the board and Dr Ever
mann Mr Cox Mr McNamara and I
decided that they were correct andproper in every way That is all I care
to say of the matter at thlt time

HAS 1000 IN POCKETS
WANDERS AS A TRAMP

TOLEDO Ohio Dec 24 Wandering
about the country In a demented condl
ton sleeping in tramp stations and
salvation army barracks while he had

of 1 in his George
Schaeffer hotel proprietor of Johns
town Pa and reputed to be worth
000 has been found here by relatives

Schaeffer disappeared from his home
In 6 He has no
recollection of his wanderings

Florida and Carolina Resorts
Boat reached by Seaboard Air Line

Two dally trains with through Pullman
and Dining cars Office 1421 Pa Ave
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Thousands of Poor Happu
When Good Kriss Krinole

Opens Christmas Baskets

j

I

GROUP OF HAPPY CHILDREN TAKING ONE OF THE DINNERS FROM THE NATIONAL
RIFLES ARMORY

CHRISTMAS

A

a

dOME

AImas Mystic
Shrine Gives Dinners
to Destitute FamiliesS-

anta Claus put OR a linen duster
drove a team of twentyfour camels
across the burning sands of the desert
aDd landed wHh a In the middle
of the floor Of National Rifles Armory-
at Ninth and G streets early this morn
inr

He came by the ho and arid
instead of the frozen and ley

of Almas A A O N M S who
had employed him as their to

to lOOe of the deserving poor
families of the District 1000 Christmas
baskets filled to the brim with Christ-
mas dinners The Mystic Shrine was
right on the Job with help for the trav-
eler They had the baskets waiting
him and a committee was oa hand to
help in the distribution of the gifts

Call for Baskets
The deserving poor were also on the

job They streamed into and out of the
armory from 7 oclock in the morning
until noon Each brought a card signed
by one of the nobles of Almas Temple
vouching that the bearer was worthy-
to receive one of the baskets This was
done because the nobles make it a rule
to give only to those who deserve the
charity and they make this plan sure
by having individual vouchers

Santa Claus was kept busy He was
like an overworked cook at a country
barbecue He handed out food Instead
of express wagons and monkeys All
the baskets were heavy and he pretty
soon discarded his linen duster so ar-
duous was the labor Toe poor were as
hungry as they were deserving and the
baskets were away on the
doublequick

These were wonders They
were to the limit and everything
they contained was the real
contained an eightpound ham one
sixteenth of a barrel of flour
of a peck of potatoes two pounds of
coffee two pounds of sugar a can of

a can of tomatoes and a can of
and beans was of tho

second grade and everything was full
weight

Nobles Help Distribute
Among those who bore tho magic
cards of admission were men women

boys and girls Some of the mon and
women were so old that they staggered
pitifully under the weight of their bas-
kets When this was noticed Santa
Claus gave two high sign to the nobles
who wero assisting him and straight-
way one of the nobles helped the tot
tering one to the street car provided-
a car ticket for the home and
shouted a Christmas after
the departing one

Whenever any of the applicants for
baskets looked tired the car tickets that
Santa Claus had found useless in his
dash across the burning sands wore
showed out with great cheerfulness
There were one or two instances whon
tho linen duster he had discarded would
have been acceptable to some of the

but he had to on to that so as
to make a across the
sands at noon and return for the stock
ingfilling stunt by the frozen path to

Excursion Furnishes Money
These 1000 baskets wore provided from

the proceeds of the annual summer ex
cursion of Almas Temple as has been
done for the past ten years They cov
ered the entire first floor of the armory
and made the look like the bar
gain counter or a grocery store One
of the best features of the distribution
was tho orderly manner In which this
great charity work was done For this
thanks are due to the committee of no
bles who managed the affair

This committee consisted of F A Se
bring L A Dent Alexander Grant J
A Elllnger Roe Fulkerscn Harrison

continued on Second Page
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BOY HER

Eddie Carey to Be With
Parent Exonerated-

of Murder

PHILADELPHIA Dec 24 hap-
piest fouryearold fn New York today
was little Eddie Carey and this Christ-
mas promises to be a joyous one

for Santa Claus will bring Mm
his mother as a Christmas present

Eddie has noc seen his mother for a
whole year She has spent the last
twelve months in Koyam nsing prison
wader the accusation of having poisoned
her other two children Mary and An-
nie one of them two and the other
four years older than Eddie and of
having killed Cecilia and Patrick Cook
two friends as welL

But today Bridget Carey is free and
the cloud has been lifted from her
head A jury after hearing all that
could be brought against her declared
that she was not guilty It was a
Christmas gift of justice to her and she
was released from the Moyamenslng
jail

The mother was on her way to New
York today to see her boy She brought
with her a cap and a pair of mittens
which she had knitted In jail for Eddie
the only child left to her The boy
has been living with Mrs Bridget Mc
D ald a cousin of Mrs Carey In

York

FIRE IN JAPAN

LONDON Dec steamship
Minnesota of the Great Northern line
has been on tire at Kobe Japan The
ship and her cargo were considerably
damaged before the nre was subdued

The Minnesota is a vessel of 1833 tons
nd runs between Seattle and Japan and
Chinese ports

THE WEATHER REPORT-

The storm that was central Monday-
In the lower Lake region has moved
to the mouth of the St Lawrence
where the barometer this morning

Inches A second storm is mov-
ing eastward over Montana with low
pressure but as yet very little precipi-
tation

The weather Is generally cloudy east
of the Mississippi with llgnt rain in
Tennessee Alabama aid Georgia and
snow Lake regkn and St Law
rence valley and rain in New England
The temperature has fallen 10 to 20
degrees in the middle and south Atlan-
tic States

Steamers departing today for Euro-
pean ports will have brisk southwest
erly winds and fair weather to the
Grand Banks

SUN
Sun sets today 442
Sun rises tomorrow 716

TIDE TABLE
High water today 1122 pm
Low water today pm
High water tomorrow ll3 am
Low water tomorrow610 amf 625 pm
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Investigation of Horrible
Charges to Begin in

Marseilles

MARSEILLHS France SI In-
vestigation of charges of hecribte cruel-
ties at the Marseilles Luaatie Asylum
will begin immediately after the bolt
days

The scandal began with the death
there of Michael TailteCer who after
having been reported to have died nat-
urally was found to have been
strangled

Four attendants are under arrest
charged with the responsibility In
gathering evidence against them the po-
lice unearthed facts which led thorn to
believe others have perished similarly

Taillefcr had been at the asylum but
a few days During a period of violence
he bit a keeper Three others rushed
to his assistance and put the patient
in a straitjacket Then according-
to their story they found he was dead

Tailleferr wife had the body exhumed
and examined by who oundunmistakable evidences of strangula-
tion Then the keepers thatTalllefer a strong man argered
them so much one strangled
lim to keep him quiet

LAKE CITY Dec theground that the late Senator Brownwho was shot to death In Washington

had frequently acknowledged them as
his children Bradley andMartin Montgomery fieldsuit guardian Mrs Mad
dison mother of Mrs Bradley to breakthe will of the former Senator contend

that his disavowal of them in thewill was due to ah abnormal state ofmind resulting tho complainants aver
from habitual intoxication

NEW STOP FOR CARS

IS ORDERED BY WEST

Commissioner West today approved
the recommendation of Capt John G
Daley of the Ninth that the
cars of the Washington Railway and
Electric Company be required to stop on
the near side of Fourth and C streets
northeast instead of Fourth street and
Massachusetts avenue as at present

Captain Daley is of the opinion that
there ould be less danger of accidents
at this stop rind little t inconvenience topassengers who reside on Fourth street
and Massachusetts avenue

Best Printing Brings Best Business
Globe Printing Co 14th E sts nw
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NAVY SIZE

ONLY FAULT

IS ANSWERCa-

ptain Hobson

Armor Will Compare
With Any He

Declares

Lack of Torpedoes
Deplored by Former

Constructor

Tells of Need of Strong
Fleet in Both

OceansC-

apt Richmond Pearson
Representative in Congress from the
Sixth Alabama district has prepared
the following article dealing with
the recent critisisrac of the navy by
Henry JJeiiterdahl and others As a
former constructor in the navy
who helped to design some of the

ships that are now on the way to
the Pacific the opinions of Captain
Hobson are of especial value and
signiacaaee
By RICHMOND PEARSON

It is Important that the American
people should be kept acquainted with
the element of national defense should
be informed whoa any of these ele
ments inadequate or inefficient The

of supreme importance to
America te her navy and I believe that
at this juncture and generally the
most important criticism of the navy
that should be made public is its In
soCdeot ttse

We are able te assemble only one
great while we have three oceans
to defend WIth oe meet in the

cine and when our fleet is in the

and unable to guarantee the enforce-
ment of the Monroe Doctrine

America Is not a nation with Inter-
ests and dangers in MM part 4f the
world She has interests and dangers-
In all parts of the world The only basis
for a true and adequate national de-
fense is to have a navy which will en-
able us to cope with say fleet that
might be sent against us by any Euro
pean power in the Atlantic and at the
same time be able to cope with one sent
by an Asiatic power in the Pacific-

It te also important that the
In

be known Mr Reuterdaal and his

public a service in turning the search-
light upon the elements of efficiency
and pointing out all features that could
be improved or corrected

The Question of the armor belt
is essentially a technical one This

protects a water line area upon
which depends a ships stability It Is
designed to extend far enough above and
far enough below water so that when
the ship rolls ia a fighting sea way
no breech could be made that woali
let in water It must be borne in mind
that the total weight available for
armor is limited for as the belt on a
given ship Is made wider or higher It
must be made thinner and for a belt to
stand high out of water it must also
extend under water As the battleships-
are now built the armor decks extend
across the ship at both the upper and
the lower edge of the armor belt

Must Pierce Both Armors-

A shot passing in above the armor belt
would nave to pierce both armor decks
before It could reach the magazines
steering gear machinery or other vitals
But a shot passing in below an armor
belt would explode in the midst of the
vitals One such shell could destroy

line would not destroy any ship
For this reason the heavy armor belt

is carried much farther below the
water line than above

I know that ships usually draw more
water than they are designed to draw
and this is expected and allowed for
but sometimes a draft is even deeper
than allowed for and this tends to
lower the upper edge of the armor
belt

Displacement Varies
Furthermore even seagoing ships vary

in displacement according to the load
carried The difference In the normal
and the full coal capacity atone amounts
to as much as 1KX tons or more which
would make a difference o from one to
two feet in draft for even the largest
veeseL When a ship is fully loaded her
armor belt will naturally be very deep
in the water and in some cases almost
submerged but ships are not supposed-
to be In deep laden condition when in
a tight if battle was approaching when
the vessels were in a condi

armor belt was too low
the captains would undoubtedly throw

part of their coal
I do not mean to say that It would not

be good practice to make the heavy
and carry them a little

higher above the water This is the
trend our designs bUt I believe thatmany have gone too far
in that direction making their armor
thinner only to be wider and in some
cases it will probably be found la bat-
tle that the shells supposed to be kept
out will pierce this armor

An intelligent criticism of this tech
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